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he manifested his taste, as well as a desire to make it every 
thing that a home should be, by the pains and money which 
he expended upon it. In his intercourse with others, he was 
genial, free, and affable, and could unbend to playfulness and 
familiarity without compromising either dignity or self-re- 
spect. The cheerfulness and urbanity with which he always 
greeted his friends and associates added much to the pleasure 
of his society as a man of liberal culture and broad experi- 
ence, and marked him out as a man whom it was a privilege 
to know, and one not easy to forget. 

His life was one of protracted usefulness and honor, and 
closed suddenly, at last, without any sensible decay of his 
active powers, or his lively interest in the events which 
were passing around him. And though, as has been said, 
such a biography can have but few salient points of attrac- 
tion, it is eminently fitting that his associates of the Historical 
Society should record this simple tribute to his memory. 



DECEMBER MEETING, 1875. 

A stated monthly meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th 
instant, at eleven o'clock A.M. ; the President in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last meet- 
ing, which was approved. 

The Librarian read the monthly list of donors to the Li- 
brary. 

The President then said : — 

Since we last met here, gentlemen, our city and State have 
been overshadowed by a succession of bereavements of no 
common significance and sadness. 

In the death of the Rev. James B. Miles, the ^ause of 
philanthropy and peace has lost one of its most earnest and 
devoted apostles and advocates. 

In the death of the Hon. John Wells, the Supreme Court 
of our Commonwealth has lost one of its ablest and most val- 
uable judges. . 

In the death of the Hon. Henry Wilson, the Vice-President 
of the United States, and so long a senator of Massachusetts, 
the whole country has lost a public servant of large experi- 
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ence and great practical ability, whose career does not require 
to be contrasted with the humble circumstances of its origin 
to be counted among the most striking in our annals. His 
ardent nature, his untiring energy, his devoted advocacy of 
every cause which he espoused, and every opinion which he 
entertained, and the many amiable personal qualities which 
he displayed, more especially under the influence of the strong 
religious impressions of his later years, had given him a strong 
hold on the hearts of his fellow-citizens, and had quite over- 
come any antipathies or prejudices which may have been 
engendered by political differences in the earlier stages of his 
life. His name, too, is honorably associated with more than 
one volume, which, though not accepted on all sides as con- 
taining altogether dispassionate or accurate representations 
of individuals or of parties, will furnish a valuable contribu- 
tion to the history of the period which they cover. 

Neither of the lamented gentlemen whom I have named 
was a member of our Society, but this brief reference to their 
deaths, in such close and sad succession, will not, I am sure, 
be regarded as otherwise than appropriate to our Proceedings 
and our records. 

Meantime we are called to-day to notice a more direct loss 
to our own little number in the death of the Hon. Theron 
Metcalf, the eminent lawyer, and formerly a distinguished 
judge of the Supreme Court of our State. Had Judge Met- 
calf passed away like those to whom I have just referred, 
while still in official life, and still in the unimpaired enjoy- 
ment of his remarkable faculties, his death like theirs would 
have been the subject of profound public sorrow. His labors 
as a reporter, as an annotator, as an advocate, and as a judge, 
could not have been arrested, while he still had strength to 
pursue them, without occasioning the impression of an almost 
irreparable loss. We can measure what would have been left 
undone by what has been done. But he long ago finished 
his work and retired from public view, and he has died at 
last, after completing his ninetieth year, with hardly one of 
his contemporaries left to bear witness to the vigor of his mind 
and the value of his labors. 

The younger members of his profession, however, both at 
the bar and on the bench, have not been wanting to his mem- 
ory, and I should in vain attempt to add any thing to the 
tributes which they have so recently paid him. During the 
fourteen or fifteen years of his association with us here, we 
have all witnessed with interest the eagerness he exhibited 
in historical and antiquarian pursuits, and his perseverance 
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in coming to our rooms and attending our meetings until 
within a few months of his death. We may well cherish the 
remembrance of such an example of punctuality and fidelity, 
and commend it to the imitation of others. 

I am directed by the Council for the Society to offer the 
following resolution : — 

Resolved, That in the death of the Hon. Theron Metcalf, 
our Commonwealth has been called on to remember with 
respect and gratitude the long and valuable services of an 
eminent reporter, counsellor and judge of its Supreme Court, 
and this Society has lost one of its most venerable associates. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted ; and the Hon. 
George S. Hale was appointed to prepare a Memoir of Judge 
Metcalf for the Society's Proceedings. 

The President also communicated an extract of a letter 
from Count Circourt, who wrote 12th November last, as fol- 
lows : " I send you a paper lately published by me, in the 
Bibliotheque Universelle of Lausanne and Geneva, on the 
valuable history of Gustavus Adolphus, by M. de Parieu, one 
of our best economists and publicists, and who was one of the 
last counsellors of Napoleon III. Please glance at it, and 
then offer it in my name to the Historical Society of Massa- 
chusetts, as a tribute from me. I have not omitted to state 
that Gustavus had a mind to plant a Swedish settlement upon 
the shores of the New World, and that the place was selected 
most judiciously. Destiny ordered otherwise." 

Dr. Robbins, by request of the Council, exhibited the 
interesting Newburg address of Washington to the general, 
field, and other officers there assembled, 15th March, 1783 
(the original MS. of which is in the Society's possession), for 
the purpose of suggesting that a heliotype facsimile of it be 
produced as an appropriate memorial for the coming Centen- 
nial. The suggestion was approved by the Society, and the 
Council was authorized to have a copy of the MS. made in 
the best manner. 

Mr. Deane produced the proof-sheets of the journal or 
diary of the Rev. John Pike, of Dover, N. H., now preparing 
for. publication in the Society's Proceedings, from the original 
MS. in possession of the Society, and said : " There is one 
entry in this diary, which I think has never been published, 
and which gives the particulars concerning an incident, 
hitherto enveloped in some obscurity, in the life of a person 
well known in the annals of New England. The Rev. Joseph 
Moody, of York, Me., was a person of great eccentricity of 
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character. Owing to a great calamity which early befell him, 
he became subject to a settled melancholy, and hid his face 
from men. He ever after wore a silk handkerchief drawn 
over his face, even during his pulpit ministrations ; but, dur- 
ing prayer, it has been said that he would turn his back to the 
audience, and remove the veil. He was known as ' Hand- 
kerchief Moody.' Some have thought that his grief was 
owing to the death of his wife, others that it was occasioned 
by his having in the early part of his life accidentally killed 
a youth for whom he had a great affection. The particulars 
of this accident I have never seen stated till I found it in 
Pike's Journal, under date of ' Aug. 25, 1708.' 

" ' Mr. Moody's son, of York, a Lad of 8 or 9 years old, firing 
off a pistol childishly, shot Capt. Prebles son (A Lad of 12 
years old), thro the Temples and killed him.' 

" Mr. Moody was a son of the celebrated Samuel Moody, 
minister of the first church in York, while Joseph preached 
at the Second Parish, known as ' Scotland.' Joseph Moody 
died March 20, 1753, aged fifty-three.* He was the father 
of the celebrated Master Samuel Moody, Preceptor of Dum- 
mer Academy. Hawthorne, in his ' Twice-told Tales,' has 
seized upon this incident of the veiled face of Joseph Moody, 
in his story of ' The Minister's Black Veil,' and alludes to 
it in a note." 

Mr. Deane also read the following letter from Jonathan 
Sewall to John Lowell, dated London, 24th April, 1777, 
which was kindly lent for this purpose, by Mrs. Swan, of 
Cambridge : — 

„ „ London, 24 April. 1777. 

To John Lowell, Esquire. 

Sir, — That I once had a Real friendship for you I believe you can- 
not doubt, but that it now glows with its former warmth, to pretend it, 
would be an instance of flattery to which my heart is a stranger. The 
principles of the Side in which you have become a partizan, I know will 
render it difficult for you to conceive it possible any traces of it should 
now remain : however as I once wished and endeavoured to keep you 
steady in the paths of honour and Loyalty ; so I now wish to save you 
from certain perdition. The fire of your ambition ; the unhappy fluctu- 
ation of your judgment ; and the deluding temptations to which, under 
the guise of romantic friendship, I know you were exposed ; were cir- 
cumstances which always rendered your future character and conduct 
problematical, hence I saw with less surprize than grief your name to 
several acts of your usurped Council as Deputy Sec'y pro. Tern, though 
some of your friends here wondered at the humility of your ambition ; 

* See Alden's " Collection of American Epitaphs," I. 42, 43. 
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with equal emotions, I heard of your havjng assumed the office of 
Attorney General, and of your having taken possession of Mr. Pax- 
ton's house and furniture as if it had been your own property. Thus 
far you have been triumphant — but beware how you proceed one step 
further ; depend on it a dreadfull storm is gathered, and is approach- 
ing towards you ; a terrible summer is before you ; and a day of strict 
reckoning hastening on. You have but one way to lighten the blow, 
and that is to atone for past misconduct by a speedy repentance and 
reformation — to this from motives of remaining friendship, I advise 
and exhort you. If you have established any influence among your 
deluded Countrymen, use it to bring them back to that Loyalty from 
which you and they have foolishly and wantonly departed. The Gov- 
ernment from which you have inconsiderately Revolted is too power- 
full to oppose ; but it is characteristically marked with clemency and 
mildness — it never meant to abridge you of your just Rights and 
Liberties — it wishes not to punish to utter destruction ; but will force 
your antient constitutional submission ; and if thro' your perverse 
obstinacy it cannot be obtained without your utter excission, this must 
be the consequence, and it must lay at your own door — therefore 
think before it is too late, and take the salutary advice of an old friend; 
tho' you cannot retrieve past errors, or prevent many of the evil con- 
sequences of your folly ; yet you may by your immediate change of 
conduct arrest many of the calamities which threaten you. Have pity 
on yourself, your wife, your children, your friends, and your Country, 
which your delusion in part has involved in misery. Go back to New- 
buryport and exert your influence in your native town to procure a 
publick open disavowal of the Lawless authority of the Congress, and 
a submission to the king's Lawful authority. Don't believe the idle 
stories of the powerfull opposition of your Rebel friends here, or of 
assistances from France or Spain ; they are all chimerical, believe me. 
If the intoxicating charms of power and dignity have not entirely 
bewildered your understanding and lulled asleep your natural timidity, 
you will be certainly alarmed at your dangerous situation, and do all 
in your power to avert or palliate it. Tell your Boston Friend I re- 
member his caution, and shall never fly to him for protection — but 
that a day is coming with hasty strides when his ill-gotten pirated 
wealth must be refunded to the right owners with interest — when he 
wants my protection or friendship he shall find me ready to assist him 
so far as shall be consistant with my Loyalty. Ah, Lowell ! you have 
not well considered what an indelible stain of Infamy the having been 
engaged in Rebellion will leave upon your Character and entail upon 
your innocent posterity — you and they will blush hereafter at the 
recollection of your having been the Deputy's Deputy of a Meek Sec- 
retary to a Rebel Council.* Wipe it out as far as you can, by a manly 

* On the back of the letter, which is a copy, is the following indorsement in 
the handwriting of Mrs. Swan's grandfather : " Note. This letter was for John 
Lowell, Esquire, afterwards Judge Lowell of the United States District Court 
for Massachusetts ; but by mistake part of this letter refers to another John 
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open renunciation of your Errors and a speedy return to duty and 
Loyalty with Double Zeal. I don't promise myself that your Com- 
mittees of Safety, inspection and what not, will think it prudent to 
suffer this to reach you ; or if they should, they will probably send 
some of their cunning commentations to you by way of antidote ; but 
if you get it, read it alone, and exercise your own judgment — remem- 
ber it comes from one who was once your friend, and who wishes to 
be so again upon the only possible terms, your speedy return to your 
duty, and your hearty endeavours to remove the evils, brought on 
your Country. But I fear this will reach you too late. 

Adieu, 
(Copy.) Jon* Sewall. 

Mr. Frothingham called the attention of the Society to 
the volumes in manuscript presented to it Nov. 17, 1817, by 
Mrs. Dorothy Scott, who had been the wife of John Han- 
cock. They are his letter-books. One contains copies of 
letters signed by him as president of Congress from Sept. 17, 

1775, to July 22, 1776 ; another has the letters from July 24, 

1776, to Oct. 27, 1777. Occasionally there is a letter in 
Hancock's handwriting. In addition, there are several vol- 
umes containing copies of letters written during this period 
by Washington and the Revolutionary men, civil and military. 
Mr. Frothingham said that it was the purpose of the com- 
mittee on the Centennial volume to print these letters, but 
on searching the series known as American Archives, printed 
by M. St. Clair Clarke and Peter Force, he found a portion 
of them among the miscellaneous matter, and probably the 
whole had been printed. Mr. Frothingham also said that 
this gift of Mrs. Scott included "minutes of the doings in 
Congress and in several of the provinces from Sept. 5, 1774,- 
to Oct. 26, 1774." He commented on the care which Han- 
cock, as the head of the Revolutionary movement, had evinced 
in preserving these interesting memorials, and the good for- 
tune of the Society in possessing them. 

Mr. Ttjttle read the following copy of a deposition of Ann 
Pollard, relating to William Blackstone, the first settler of 
Boston, which he thought had never been printed : — 



Lowell, who was a merchant at Boston. It was he who is mentioned as the 
' Deputy's Deputy of a Meek Secretary to a Rebel Council.' Mr. Sewall sup- 
posing him to be his old friend Judge John Lowell, he wrote this letter to him to 
make him ashamed of his condescension to quit the cause of his king and be- 
come a Deputy's Deputy of a Rebel Convention." It is well known that there 
was a Boston merchant, a contemporary of the person to whom this letter was 
addressed, bearing the same name. The memorandum on this copy as filed is 
" Jonathan Sewall's letter to John Lowell, both king's men in 1776." — Eds. 
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The Deposition of Anne Pollard, of Boston, Widow, aged about 
eighty-nine years. 

This Deponent Testifieth and saith, That this Deponent's hus- 
band Mr. William Pollard occupied and Improved a certain peice 
or parcel of land, scituate near the bottom of the Common at the 
Westerly part thereof, in Boston aforesaid, and bounded on the Sea 
Southwest for many years, and that her said husband hired the Bame 
of Richard Peepys, late of Boston aforesaid, Gent" deceased, who 
often told this Deponent, That he the said Peepys bought the said 
land of Mr. Blackstone, Clerk, formerly of Boston aforesaid, and Fur- 
ther this Deponent saith That the said Peepys built a house thereon, 
Wherein this Deponent and her said husband dwelt for near fourteen 
years, during which time the said Blackstone used frequently to Resort 
thereto, and this Deponent never heard any Controversy between him 
the said Blackstone and the said Peepys about the said land, but that 
the same was always Reputed to belong to him as this Deponent un- 
derstood. And she further says, That soon after this Sale whereof as 
she Supposeth the said Blackstone removed from this Town of Boston, 
and Further saith not. 

Anne Pollakd, iP Signum. 

Boston, December 26, 1711. Jurat et Capt. in Perpetuam rei 
memoriam die et anno praedict. Cor. nobis Jer. Dummer, Addington 
Davenport, Just. Pacis unus Quor. December the 26, 1711. Received 
and accordingly Entered and Examined. 

Addington. Davenport, Regst. 

Suffolk Deeds, Lib. 26, fol. 84. 

The Comte de Paris was elected an Honorary Member, and 
the Hon. Alexander H. Bullock a Resident Member. 

The President exhibited a Prospectus issued by Messrs. 
Price & Co., 36 Great Russell Street, London, proposing to 
publish in facsimile a manuscript by William Smith, Rouge- 
Dragon, 1597, entitled " The XII Worshipful Companies, or 
Misteries of London, &c, &c, Ano. 1605." 

Mr. John G. Roberts, the bookbinder, presented through 
the President a small pamphlet of eight pages, being a brief> 
•sketch of the "Early Life of Daniel Webster," — the inci- 
dents being gathered from an autobiography which Mr. Rob- 
erts had read some time previously, and written out from 
memory. 

Mr. Lyman presented a photograph of an aged Spanish 
guide, on which was inscribed the following : " Mateo 
Ximenes, Washington Irving's Guide. Alhambra, April, 
1872." 
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